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truly honored to recognize Lieutenant 
Colonel Alexander Jefferson on his 
celebration of service to our country. 
It was his 100th birthday. We sang 
happy birthday to him, and he danced 
along with many of us, even in the 
crisp cold in the city of Detroit, in the 
middle of the field. 
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RECOGNIZING HASSAN JABER 
Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize numerous contributions of 
Hassan Jaber to the communities of 
Wayne County, Michigan, as he retires 
after more than 40 years of service to 
ACCESS. 

During his time in ACCESS, Hassan 
Jaber has been a leader in expanding 
its programming to include more than 
100 platforms in 10 locations to assist 
residents across the region. 

He has created partnerships locally 
and nationally to advocate for policy 
initiatives to fight bigotry, advance 
civil rights, and create a better quality 
of life for immigrants and other vulner-
able populations. 

I know Hassan Jaber personally. 
With every obstacle, he never wavered 
in leading with compassion and keep-
ing the community at the center of his 
work. 

Hassan Jaber’s leadership and for-
ward-thinking approach have solidified 
his legacy as a community leader. His 
mentorship helped me grow into the 
passionate advocate I am today. 

Please join me in recognizing Hassan 
Jaber’s work on behalf of residents of 
Michigan’s 13th Congressional District 
and southeastern Michigan as we wish 
him well on the next chapter in his life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDWARD 
LONGENECKER ON HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Edward Longenecker 
and wish him a happy 100th birthday. 

Mr. Longenecker is a World War II 
veteran who has a steadfast love and 
devotion to God, his family, and his 
country. 

He is from my hometown of Victoria, 
Texas. Today, we honor him for his 
service to the United States Army Air 
Corps as a radio operator and nose gun-
ner on the B–24 bomber in the 451st 
Bomb Group, 726th Squadron. 

During World War II, on July 14, 1944, 
he and his fellow airmen traveled to 
Petfurdo, Hungary, for their 29th com-
bat mission. What they expected to be 
a routine mission was anything but 
when they began to receive anti-air-
craft fire that took out two of the air-
craft’s engines. From the nose gunner 
position, he received word that they 
were dropping elevation very quickly. 
The pilot made the call urging every-
one to jump. Mr. Longenecker headed 
to the flight deck to retrieve his para-
chute. 

On the flight deck, he saw his ball 
gunner about to jump and gave him a 
good luck salute. Then Mr. 
Longenecker jumped. 

Everyone who jumped before him was 
captured, but he landed on top of a hill 
and began taking on heavy fire from 
Yugoslav soldiers that were sympa-
thetic to the Germans. 

He made his way to a nearby forest 
line, crawled under a briar bush, and 
stayed under that bush until nightfall. 
That first night, he slept near a lake. 
The second night, he stayed in a pile of 
hay where he could hear a group of peo-
ple playing the guitar and singing. To 
him, this was one of the most beautiful 
sounds he had heard simply because 
there wasn’t a sign of war anywhere. 

On the third day, he ran out of the 
wood cover and met a young boy. This 
boy took him to a nearby village where 
he ate, bathed, and rested. Eventually, 
Mr. Longenecker was taken to a house 
where an American lieutenant was 
waiting. Upon his safe arrival, he was 
informed that he had miraculously 
walked through an active minefield un-
scathed. 

It is incredible to think how his life 
could have been cut short, but it has 
lasted these 100 years. 

After serving in the military, Ed 
Longenecker became an electrical en-
gineer and lived a long, full life, mar-
ried to his wife, Marie, for 59 years 
until she passed in 2006. He has two 
daughters, five grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren. I know 
many of them, and they are a precious, 
honorable family, truly a legacy. 

Edward Longenecker is a true Amer-
ican hero, and we are indebted to him 
for his great service to our Nation. It is 
an honor to celebrate his life today. I 
hope he has a wonderful 100th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF NORMA FINK ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an extraordinary trail-
blazer, philanthropist, and public serv-
ant in south Florida, Mrs. Norma Fink, 
on her 100th birthday. 

Born Norma Mager, in the Bronx, 
New York, on November 16, 1921, 
Norma has spent a century giving back 
to those around her. In 1942, Norma 
graduated from New York University 
with a bachelor’s degree in economics 
and a minor in geology, the only 
woman to graduate with that honor at 
the time. 

Shortly after, she put her degree to 
work by joining the Department of War 
to assist with the military supply 
chain while her husband, Robert Fink, 
served in our Nation’s Armed Forces 
during World War II. 

After the war, Norma worked in her 
father’s bakery, Mager and Throne 
Bread Bakery. During this time, she 
became enamored with jazz music and 

made friends with many local musi-
cians who were involved with the civil 
rights movement. Inspired by their 
work, Norma began contributing the 
money she made to support civil rights 
initiatives in the South. This became 
an ongoing passion of hers. 

After moving to Plantation, Florida, 
in 1972, Norma continued her legacy of 
supporting the enrichment of the com-
munity by joining the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department, where she still 
works at the age of 100. 

Additionally, she began spending her 
time and money supporting local char-
ities. Following the loss of her daugh-
ter, Marian, to breast cancer in 2002, 
Norma dedicated herself to helping 
others suffering from cancer. 

Norma’s spirit of persistence, gen-
erosity, and service to her community 
is an inspiration to all of us in south 
Florida. It is an inspiration to genera-
tions of Americans. 

To honor her legacy, the city of Plan-
tation, her home for nearly half a cen-
tury, has designated Norma Fink Day 
in honor of the oldest and longest part- 
time employee in that city’s history. 

I join the entire south Florida com-
munity in wishing Norma Fink a happy 
100th birthday surrounded by her loved 
ones. I thank her for her dedication to 
bettering the lives of everyone in south 
Florida. 

MAKING HISTORY WITH BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the historic day 
yesterday in this Nation’s history. 

The legislation that the President 
signed into law was overwhelmingly bi-
partisan in the Senate, and it was over-
whelmingly supported by the American 
people. Why? Because it is the largest 
dedicated bridge investment since the 
construction of the Interstate Highway 
System. It is the largest investment in 
public transit and passenger rail since 
the creation of Amtrak. 

It expands broadband to every corner 
of our country so that every American 
has access to reliable, high-speed inter-
net. 

It secures clean water, making the 
largest investment in clean drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure in 
American history. 

This is what we have been clamoring 
for, in a bipartisan way, as long as I 
have been serving in this Congress. 
Yesterday, President Biden delivered. 
He did it with the bipartisan support of 
the Senate and the overwhelming sup-
port of the American people. 

Unfortunately, in this Chamber, my 
colleagues on the other side view any 
sort of bipartisan effort like that as 
too difficult to support, too difficult to 
stand with the Republicans and Demo-
crats in the Senate, too difficult to 
stand with Democrats here, and too 
difficult, apparently, to stand with the 
America people in moving forward with 
a massive infrastructure plan that will 
help strengthen every community 
across our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud that this 
House joined with the Senate in send-
ing this legislation to President Biden. 
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Yesterday, as I said, was a historic day 
as President Biden signed the infra-
structure bill into law and as we move 
forward to the Build Back Better Act. 

Again, I note for my colleagues here, 
this too is so popular throughout 
America because everyone understands 
that if we invest in the American peo-
ple, if we take the kind of action that 
is necessary to lower healthcare costs 
and childcare costs, provide universal 
pre-K, and make investments to com-
bat climate change that we will be 
making America more competitive on 
the global stage, something that my 
colleagues in this Chamber often talk 
about. 

I hope that they will recognize the 
opportunity to do exactly that in pass-
ing the Build Back Better Act when we 
vote on it this week. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF BERNARD MARIE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Bernard 
Marie, who recently passed away at the 
age of 82. 

As a young 5-year-old living in Nor-
mandy, France, Marie often told the 
story of being rushed into his basement 
by his grandparents in the early morn-
ing of June 6, 1944. 

It was there that his family sat for 16 
hours in the dark without food or 
water before his mother emerged from 
the cellar to hug an American GI after 
realizing their village had finally been 
liberated from German occupation. 

Marie said that witnessing the D-Day 
invasion instilled in him a lifelong re-
spect for World War II veterans, and he 
was forever grateful for those who se-
cured his country’s freedom. 

Later in life, when he moved to the 
United States, he began hosting an an-
nual luncheon to honor local World 
War II veterans wherever he was living 
to show his support for them and their 
families. 

When he settled in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, in 2021, he brought the event 
with him. These luncheons served as a 
place for veterans to come together 
and share their experiences—some for 
the first time. 

Aside from the luncheons, Marie 
helped raise money for the National D- 
Day Memorial in Bedford. He sat at the 
bedside of servicemembers when they 
were ill. He even worked to award the 
French Legion of Honor medal to near-
ly 150 American veterans. He said that 
his goal was not only to honor these 
heroes but to ensure they were never 
forgotten. 

I was terribly saddened to learn of 
Mr. Marie’s passing. He meant a great 
deal to western Virginia, and he will 
not soon be forgotten. 

IMPACT OF INFRASTRUCTURE IN-
VESTMENT AND JOBS ACT ON 
NEVADA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Mrs. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about the tremen-
dous impact that the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act will have on my 
home State of Nevada. 

Nevada was ground zero for the pan-
demic, and its effects were especially 
felt by the travel and tourism industry, 
which employs tens of thousands of Ne-
vadans and brings in the bulk of the 
State’s revenue each year. 

Now that President Biden has signed 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act into law, our leading industries in 
Nevada and Nevada families can take 
part in the economic opportunities and 
the thousands of jobs that this bill 
promises. 

Nevada is slated to receive $2.5 bil-
lion for highway investments like the 
I–15 corridor between Las Vegas and 
LA, the I–11 corridor between Las 
Vegas and Phoenix, and $459 million for 
public transportation. 

This means that not only can Nevada 
families get to work and school safely 
and more efficiently but that millions 
of our visitors each year can more eas-
ily experience everything that our 
State has to offer. 

Nevada will also get a minimum of 
$100 million to expand access to 
broadband across the State, meaning 
that no Nevadan will be left behind. 

Nevada also has been ground zero for 
the effects of the climate crisis as we 
continue to face the effects of severe 
drought. 

With the passage of my water recy-
cling infrastructure bill, included in 
this, Nevada will now be more equipped 
to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and ensure that our commu-
nities have continuous access to safe, 
clean drinking water for years to come. 

Nevada is only able to reap all of 
these benefits because Congress was 
able to put politics aside and work to-
gether to come up with sensible solu-
tions to create a better future for our 
Nation. We cannot stop there. 

It is critical that we continue to 
work side by side to pass the Build 
Back Better agenda and make sure 
that American families don’t just re-
cover from this pandemic but that they 
prosper moving forward. 

f 

b 1030 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
WAYNE MAHAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the celebrated career of 
Wayne Mahar as he prepares to retire 
after 36 years of weather forecasting in 
central New York. 

Wayne is one of the most recogniz-
able and trusted weather forecasters in 

central New York. When planning a 
hike, barbecue, tailgate, or family out-
ing, central New Yorkers have relied 
on Wayne to share the weather for 
nearly four decades. 

Originally from Brunswick, Maine, 
Wayne Mahar began his career working 
for the National Weather Service. 
From there, he founded Precision 
Weather Service, a private weather 
consulting firm that builds forecasts 
for major events like the Major League 
Baseball All-Star Game, the Super 
Bowl, and red carpet events. 

In 1985 Wayne joined the CNY, Cen-
tral New York, broadcast team in Syr-
acuse, becoming the first full-time me-
teorologist in central New York. Here 
he brought a new level of seriousness 
to the profession by utilizing computer 
models and hard science to make his 
forecasts. Through this approach 
Wayne became known for accuracy, re-
liability, and his outdoor broadcasts 
from the CNY Central Weather Deck. 

An expert on severe weather events, 
Wayne was also there to deliver crit-
ical, lifesaving information to families 
during some of the most historic 
weather events in central New York, 
including the great blizzard of 1993 and 
the 1998 Labor Day storm. 

Outside of forecasting, Wayne has 
been a prominent fixture in our com-
munity. He is an avid hockey player, 
hosts regular workshops for young, as-
piring meteorologists, and in 2008 he 
founded the Priscilla Mahar Animal 
Welfare Foundation. The nonprofit or-
ganization was named after his late 
mother and champions animal welfare 
causes, raising over a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars for local animal rescues. 

For nearly four decades, families like 
mine have turned to Wayne Mahar 
when we want to know if there will be 
sun, rain, sleet, or just another day of 
lake-effect snow. While he will be dear-
ly missed on our televisions, central 
New Yorkers can rest assured they will 
continue to see him. 

When he is not spending time with 
his children and grandchildren, Wayne 
has promised he will remain an active 
part of our community. Personally, I 
am glad to hear that because I still 
have not had the opportunity yet to 
putter a few pucks at him while he 
stands in the hockey goal, but I am 
going to do that before too long. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in hon-
oring Wayne Mahar for an incredible 
career in weather forecasting and wish-
ing him the best in his well-deserved 
retirement. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MAX 
CLELAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to 
remember and honor the life of former 
Georgia Secretary of State and United 
States Senator Max Cleland. Max was a 
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